
efforts to further their edu-
cation by taking the first 
step; getting their GED. 
Next the students were 
shown around campus and 
some instructors took time 
out of their busy schedule 
to talk about their programs 
and jobs available upon 
graduation. The tour ended 
at the Knightôs Grill where 
students enjoyed a deli-
cious lunch prepared by 
the cafeteria staff. To con-
clude the day, students 
were given a certificate of 
completion and a limited 
edition EOC t-shirt. The 
day was very successful 
and students really 
seemed to appreciate and 
enjoy their time on cam-
pus.  
The EOC would like to of-
fer a special thanks to 
Dedra Baker, Katrina 
Jones, Kathy Johnson, Ja-
son Randall, Jeff Boles, 
David Hawks, and the 
Knightôs Grill staff. Thank 
you for making this day 
possible! 

Forty four students were 
treated to a tour of Surry 
Community College on Au-
gust 5. The students were 
participating in a program 
called Project: Adults Build-
ing a Career that is spon-
sored by the Educational 
Opportunity Center. Pro-
ject: Adults Building a Ca-
reer, or PABC for short, is 
a program that was devel-
oped by the EOC to help 
GED students transition 
into college students. While 
a student is working on 
their GED, they are invited 
to attend a series of work-
shops that focus on im-
proving study skills, over-
coming test anxiety, and 
how to choose a career. As 
the student nears gradua-
tion, the EOC assists them 
with completing admission 
and financial aid applica-

tions. The PABC program 
wraps up with a tour of the 
college.  
On August 5 the students 
were welcomed by mem-
bers of the EOC Pete 
Farmer, Erica Smith, 
Heather Collins, and Tara 
Beck. Students enjoyed a 
presentation about Surry 
Community College and 
the programs offered. 
Guest speaker, Bennett 
Shores, Counselor at SCC, 
talked to students about 
the admission 
process and 
some of the 
most popular 
programs at 
SCC. He en-
couraged stu-
dents to attend 
college and 
commended 
them on their 
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òThe whole 

purpose of 

education is to 

turn mirrors into 

windows.ó   

-Sydney J. 

Harris 

Alison Crisp,     
Coordinator for 
Davie County  

Got SAT? 

EOC Welcomes Alison Crisp to Davie County 
My name is Alison Crisp. 
I am very excited to be 
working with the EOC 
program. It is not often 
one is able to work with a 
program so inspiring and 
fulfilling. I am from Wilkes 
County, and received my 
Associates in General 
Education from the 
Wilkes Community Col-
lege. During this time I 
worked with the Blue 
Ridge Opportunity Com-
mission in Wilkes. 
Through this experience I 
learned a great deal 
about Human Services, 
and local organizations 
specializing in assisting 
low income families. After 
graduating from Wilkes 
Community College I 

continued my education 
with the University of 
Phoenix, and received 
my Bachelor of Science 
in Psychology. In working 
with the University of 
Phoenix I learned a great 
deal about Financial Aid, 
and where to look for 
educational assistance.  
Throughout my high 
school and college years 
I volunteered with agen-
cies such as United Way, 
Wilkes Playmakers, Care 
Connection, Head Start, 
Christmas in Wilkes, and 
Make a Difference Day. I 
also worked as a tutor for 
Communities in Schools 
and in several after-
school programs. While 
volunteering and assist-

ing with fundraising in the 
community I came to re-
alize how important it is 
to appreciate programs 
that strive to assist low 
income families, and 
generally create a better 
future for individuals liv-
ing in the community. I 
also believe education to 
be an important part of 
every individualôs life, 
and encourage everyone 
to never stop learning. 
For this reason I am 
proud to be working with 
Surry Community Col-
lege in the EOC program 
which works together 
with their residents and 
surrounding counties to 
help build a brighter fu-
ture in education! 

writing, and math. The 
SAT also determines 
how well students use 
the knowledge they have 
attained inside and out-
side of the classroom. 
This information includes 
how well a student can 
solve problems and com-
municate. The SAT is 
typically taken by high 
school juniors and sen-
iors.  
The online registration 
option is the most simple 
and the fastest way for 
students to register and 
get specific information. 
Online, you can register 
for the SAT, print an ad-
mission ticket and view 
and send your scores. 
Online, there are also 
optional practice ques-

Are you a student or a 
parent of a student who 
is preparing to take the 
SAT? If so, here is some 
general information per-
taining to SAT prepara-
tion. First of all, you are 
not alone! More than two 
million students take the 
SAT every year! Most 
colleges and universities 
across the country ac-
cept the SAT as a part of 
the admissions process. 
One reason that a col-
lege prefers a SAT score 
is because the score can 
be a great predictor of 
how well a student will 
perform in college. The 
SAT tests a students' 
knowledge of subjects 
that are necessary for 
college success: reading, 

tions, practice tests, offi-
cial study guides, and 
official training courses 
for SAT training.  
You can learn more 
about SAT preparation 
on the College Board 
website: 
www.collegeboard.com.  

Be ready for the SAT!! 
Here are some TIPS to 
remember! Get plenty of 
rest and eat breakfast the 
morning of the test! Make 
sure that you have your 
Photo ID, SAT Admission 
Ticket, (Two) No. 2 Pen-
cils, Erasers, and a Cal-
culator. Arrive at the test 
center 15 minutes early. 

Good Luck!!  

T h e  E n t r y  P o i n t 

http://www.collegeboard.com
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Since September 1st of 2008 

the Educational Opportunity 

Center has assisted over 100 

individuals in Yadkin County, 

preparing them  to enter a 

college or a GED program. The 

EOC provides information on 

college admissions, financial 

aid, and the GED program to 

residents in five surrounding 

counties including Yadkin 

County.  EOC Coordinator, Pete 

Farmer, meets potential cli-

ents individually at either the 

Yadkin Center of SCC on 

Thursday mornings or at the 

Yadkin JobLink on Thursday 

afternoons. Referrals are 

made by Yadkin Center staff 

and by partner agencies within 

the Yadkin JobLink including 

the Employment Security Com-

mission, the Department 

of Rehabilitative Ser-

vices, Workforce Invest-

ment Act, and Smart 

Start. Referrals also de-

velop from program lit-

erature distributed to  

various agencies periodi-

cally including: the public li-

braries in Yadkinville, Boon-

ville, and East Bend, law en-

forcement agencies, childcare 

centers, public agencies, Head 

Start programs, the Divine 

Redeemer Catholic Church 

ESL class, YVEDDI and Star-

mount and Forbush High 

Schools. During the past year 

Pete conducted several com-

munity outreaches at the Yad-

kin County Department of So-

cial Services where informa-

tion about educational oppor-

tunities was distributed and 

questions about college and 

GED programs were answered. 

Similar outreaches were held 

with Yadkin SCAN participants 

and with the senior English 

classes at Forbush High 

School. A series of workshops 

called Project ABC (Adults 

Building a Career) is held once 

a month for GED students in 

the Learning Resource Center 

at the Yadkin Center. Work-

shops include: Study Skills, 

Career Information, and Test 

Taking. The purpose of the 

program is to provide useful 

information to the GED stu-

dents and to encourage them 

to continue on to college after 

they receive their GED. Other 

workshops for community 

have been held in the public 

libraries and at the Yadkin 

Center on topics such as Inter-

viewing Skills, Resume Prepa-

ration, and Adults Returning to 

College. Yadkin County resi-

dents who are interested in 

discussing educational oppor-

tunities should call Pete 

Farmer at (336) 

a four year university to get 

her bachelorôs in psychology. 

She has resided in Pilot 

Mountain her whole life and 

has a one year old son. She 

was unemployed for the past 

year until she went through 

the NC Summer Job Pro-

gram. She landed an incredi-

ble job with the Educational 

Opportunity Center. Through-

out high school, Tara partici-

pated in many clubs and or-

ganizations such as, Cardinal 

Crazies and Alpha Omega. 

Working with the Educational 

Opportunity Center has been 

a wonderful experience for 

her. 

Tara Beck is nineteen years 

old and attended East Surry 

High School for 3 years be-

fore she got her GED from 

Surry Community College in 

2008. She now attends Surry 

Community College full time 

in hopes of earning her Asso-

ciate in Arts. Taraôs future 

plans include transferring to 

Pete Farmer 
Coordinator 
for Surry 
and Yadkin 
County  

EOC Welcomes Tara Beck 

òThe roots of 

education are 

bitter, but 

the fruit is 

sweet.ó 

-Aristotle 

Pete talking 
with clients.  


