Financial Aid Night a Hit!

tions along with Free
Applications for Fed-
eral Student Aid. The
event was a success
with the help of the
Guidance Office. We
want to give special
thanks to Tim Knight
for allowing us to use
the Guidance Office.
We, also, want to
thank our special

Alison Crisp provides assistance to
families one on one.

The Educational pm at the Davie volunteers: Ann
Opportunity Center County High School.  Crisp and Jeff Wil-
conducted its first Several families moth. We hope to
Davie High FAFSA joined us and com- be back in 2011!
event on Tuesday, pleted College Ad-
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Inside this issue: What is EOC?

The Educational Opportunity Center is a
federally funded TRiO Program designed
to provide information on college admis-
sions, GED programs, and financial aid
options to residents of Davie, Rocking-

- ham, Stokes, Surry, and Yadkin counties.
What Are Students Saying? 3 Hosted by Surry Community College, the
EOC promotes educational opportunities
for any area college, university, or techni-
cal school.
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EOC Welcomes Jennifer Cox

Education and learning have
always been important to me. In
my life | have had the opportu-
nity to be a student, a teacher,
and most importantly a learner.
One of the great things about life
is that, if we choose, we can al-
ways continue to learn and
grow. | believe that education
equals empowerment.

| grew up near Dobson, North
Carolina, where my parents al-
ways challenged me to do my
best academically. | even had

Jennifer Cox, Coordinator for
Rockingham and Stokes
County

Following my time in Haiti, |
moved to northern lllinois where
| oversaw marketing, fundrais-
ing, and public relations for a
youth camp and conference
center. While | enjoyed the
challenges of marketing and
fundraising, | found | really
missed working in education
(and I missed the warm weather
of the South). After returning to
North Carolina, | accepted the
position of Rockingham and
Stokes County Coordinator with

the opportunity to take classes
at Surry Community College
while still in high school. |
graduated from Surry Central
High School and then received
my BS from High Point Univer-
sity. At High Point, | studied
marketing and business. During
college, | developed a passion
for helping those in need. A few
years ago | was presented with

the Educational Opportunity
Center. | am delighted to be a
part of the EOC. Everyday, | get
to assist individuals wanting to
further their education and train-
ing. | am thankful to be a small
part of the process that helps
those individuals grow in both
knowledge and confidence.

the opportunity to move to the
Caribbean nation of Haiti. |
taught high school mathematics
at Sonlight Academy in Port de
Paix, Haiti, for three years. As a
teacher, | withessed how vitally
important education is, not only
for the success of the individual,
but for the entire community as
well.

College Spotlight: High Point University

High Point University is a private
four year university affiliated with
the United Methodist Church
located in High Point, NC. Lo-
cated 20 miles from Winston-
Salem, High Point has an under-
graduate enrollment of 2,800
students. Sixty five percent of
these students are from out of
state. High Point offers 68 un-
dergraduate majors including:
Biology, Chemistry, History,
Psychology, Religion, Account-
ing, Business, Marketing, Jour-
nalism, Interior Design, Elemen-
tary Education and Special Edu-
cation. In the 2009-2010 aca-
demic year the average cost to

attend was $33,400. This in-
cludes tuition, room and board,
parking, laundry, athletic events,
and more. Athletics include

aged to ap-
ply for the
FAFSA for

mends baseball, ggaen;rll?):;d «mﬁf \
cross-country golf, soccer and possible. In
track, and women ' addition to
cross-country, lacrosse, soccer, federal

track and volleyball. There are funds, addi-

also several ways for students to
get involved outside of class
with over 70 student organiza-
tions and activities including a
strong intramural program. Stu-
dents can apply online at
www.highpoint.edu and there is
a $40 non-refundable applica-
tion fee. Students are encour-

tional sources of funding from
state and institutional are also
available. For more information
students can reach the Under-
graduate Admission Office at
336-841-9216 or 800-345-6993.
Submitted by: Heather Collins
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http://www.highpoint.edu

FAFSA Days Are Here Again

The EOC conducted six FAFSA
Day workshops in Surry and
Yadkin county schools during
the month of March for students
who are applying for college in
the fall. In addition to National
FAFSA Day, which the EOC
sponsored at the Yadkin Center
of Surry Community College on
February 20, FAFSA Days were
also held at Forbush, Starmount,
East Surry, Surry Central, North
Surry, and Mt. Airy High
Schools.

The Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) is an elec-
tronic application that allows stu-
dents to apply for financial aid
for college. FAFSA is the first
step in the financial aid process
which most schools use to
award financial aid to students in
college. There are three types of
federal financial aid: grant pro-
grams, work study, and loans.
Students may be eligible for a
combination of more than one
kind of aid. Grant aid is gift aid
that does not have to be paid
back. Loans are a kind of aid
that the student borrows and

What Are Students Saying?

Pete Farmer is ready to assist
students at FAFSA Night.

pays back with interest. Some-
times the interest or payments
do not start until the student has
graduated. In the work study
program, the student is given a
job, usually on campus, and is
paid for the hours worked. The
FAFSA is also used to deter-
mine eligibility for state aid as
well. Some state grants and
scholarships use the FAFSA as
the application. Scholarships are
based on need, achievement,
race, religious affiliations, and
many other factors. Students
can check with
financial aid office to find out
more about the scholarships
they offer.

At the Educational Opportunity
Center, flattery and compliments
are the only type of payment we
accept for our services. Here are
what some of our students are
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The FAFSA workshops were
arranged with the cooperation of
the Guidance Departments in
each school and encouraged
students and parents to gain
more knowledge about the fi-
nancial aid process together.
The EOC staff also instructed
students in the next steps to
take in the financial aid process,
which involves contacting their
chosen school. Students can
expect to receive a SAR or Stu-
dent Aid Report a few days after
filing their FAFSA that will con-
tain their EFC or Expected Fam-
ily Contribution. Then the appli-
cation is sent to the school of
their choice. If the school re-
guests additional information it is
important to respond with the
information by the deadline in
order to be eligible for aid.
Lastly, the student will receive
an award letter from their school
stating how much aid they are
eligible to receive. All students
are encouraged to apply for fi-
nancial aid whether they think
they are eligible or not.
Submitted by: Pete Farmer

courteous,
helpful and very knowledge-

AWithout

saying about EOC: this help,

abl e. o never got this done! Thanks so
istaff members were all very much. o
nice and prof essifioMasl .wvery courte _

Very helpful and answered Astaff was very res
iShe was very s wequedtionsaimamaanarithat | pleasant. 0

swered all my questions and could understand and not feel
made me feel like she really humiliated. o
cared and wanted to help. o

Thank you to all of our students!
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